Parish Council - County Council Report – July 2026

The Government consultation period on the 4 options has now closed. The Government is expected to announce its proposal for LGR in Cambridgeshire & Peterborough in mid July 2026. With the necessary legislation being put before Parliament to approve in Autumn 26
The final decision as to which proposal if any, becomes the governments preferred option, is that of the government.
The Government also notes that it has a very ambitious timetable for LGR in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. Shadow elections for the New Unitary authorities will take place in May 2027 with the new Local Government structure coming into effect on 01 April 2028.
The Roman Bank and Peckover Division By election was held by Reform with a majority of 26 votes. The next By election is for the Ramsey Division following the Reform Councillors resignation.
Cambridgeshire County Council are again this year undertaking a Quality of Life Survey in Cambridgeshire. The survey will enable you to share your views on life in Cambridgeshire as well as the issues that matter most to you and your community.
Residents will be asked about a range of topics, including life and community, transport, health and wellbeing, children and young people and perceptions of the council and its services. 
The results will inform council discussions and priorities for the years ahead.
The survey is open to residents until the 5th August Please go to the County Council website and go to Council and Democracy ,to take part.
The B645 outside the Kimbolton Prep School will be closed for 7 weeks from July 20th to allow for the complete rebuild of the culvert, which is more severely damaged than originally thought.
The date has been put back by one week because of the Kimbolton Country Fayre on the weekend of the 18/19th July
The closure of the road at this time is to minimise the impact on the Kimbolton Prep School and to allow the work to be undertaken when water levels in the brook are at their lowest.
The road cannot be closed in sections as a partial closure will not provide the necessary safe working area. The blocked just north of the culvert also needs to be removed as this causes water to back up at times of flooding, which makes the situation on the B645 worst.
The designated diversion route has been amended as follows - the B660 from Kimbolton to JCT 16 A14, then the A14 to the A45 Jct at Thrapston, then at the McDonalds roundabout at Raunds follow London Road south to its junction with the B663 , then follow B663 to Chelveston and then the B645 back to Tilbrook.
Please report the following road defects on the County Council website via the Report It tool, Potholes, Blocked Gullies, Vegetation obscuring signs, flooding, trees, overgrown hedges etc
Our new Local Highways Officer, Steven Bunker has started. I will be arranging meetings with him regularly to keep on top of Highways issues.
The Grafham to Brampton Road will be closed from 27th July to 31ST July to complete the repair of potholes. The resurfacing work will be done later, along with the main Quiet Way works. When I get a date for this I will let the Parish know.
This years Summer Holiday Activities and Food Programme HAF will be operating from 21 July to 28 August for eligible local families. Children are eligible for the scheme if they receive benefits related free school meals or where families are experiencing financial hardship.
Children will be able to access 64 hours at a HAF Holiday scheme where a daily meal, physical exercise and enriching experiences will be provided.
For more details go to www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/haf
North West Anglia NHS Foundation Trust
Hinchingbrooke Hospital Redevelopment Programme have launched their public and community engagement initiative. The trust is inviting feedback on three key areas –
1. How patients, visitors and staff arrive at and move around the hospital site
2. What the future care experience should feel like, including single rooms and digital technology
3. How the wider hospital site can support community life and wellbeing.
Go to the website https://hinchingbrookehospital.commonplace.is/
Or scan the QR code which I will provide to the clerk.
Blood Pressure Monitor Loan scheme – Blood pressure monitors are now available to borrow from libraries across Cambridgeshire.
Around 1 in 12 Adults in Cambridgeshire are estimated to have High Blood pressure without experiencing any obvious signs of symptoms. High Blood pressure increases the risk of Cardiovascular disease, and can often be lowered through simple lifestyle changes. This scheme helps residents to check and understand their blood pressure, while empowering them to make informed choices about their health
The blood pressure monitors are available to loan from all 33 libraries and three mobile libraries.
Any library member aged 18 or over can borrow a monitor for three weeks or five weeks from a mobile library. Its free you don’t need to be referred by a GP. To borrow a monitor simply visit the library with your library card and speak to a member of staff. If you don’t have a library car you can join at the library or online.
The Summer Challenge returns to Cambridgeshire Libraries this summer Sign up opens on Saturday 4th July, its free and open to pre-school and primary school aged children of all reading abilities.
The theme for 2026 is Read to the Beat- an adventure in stories, music and sound. Children are unvited to read six books over the holidays, collecting rewards along the way – they will also receive a certificate and medal when they complete the challenge.
Cllr Ian Gardener
Alconbury & Kimbolton Division



