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Local Government Reorganisation
 All the Local authorities in Cambridgeshire & Peterborough have submitted their preferred options to Government regarding Local Government Reorganisation, which has resulted in four options being submitted
The Options put forward to Government are Option A , by the County Council which is for 2 unitaries, made up as follows - 
Option A – Unitary 1 - Peterboro City, Huntingdonshire & Fenland
                        Unitary 2 – Cambridge City, South Cambs and East Cambs
Option B has been submitted by Cambridge City, South Cambs and East Cambs, which is again for 2 unitaries, made up of -
Option  B -   Unitary 1 – Peterboro City, Huntingdonshire, Fenland and East Cambs
                            Unitary 2 – Cambridge City & South Cambs
Option D has been submitted by Peterborough City and Fen; and Fenland District Council ; which would split Cambridgeshire & Peterborough into 3 unitary councils which are :
  Unitary 1 –  Greater Peterborough - Peterborough City & North Hunts including the Kimbolton Ward which includes Catworth
                         Unitary 2 -  Mid Cambs – Fenland, East Cambs and South Hunts including St Neots, Godmanchester, St Ives, Ramsey & Great Staughton Ward 
                         Unitary 3 – Cambridge – Cambridge City & South Cambs
Proposal D sees Huntingdonshire split in two
Option E has been submitted by Huntingdonshire which would also be 3 Unitaries with Huntingdonshire as a Unitary Authority in its own right
 Unitary 1 – Huntingdonshire
 Unitary 2 – Peterborough City, Fenland & East Cambs
 Unitary 3 -  Cambridge City & South Cambs
 So now it is Options A, B & D and E that government will have to consider. 
Consultation on the 4 proposals will be undertaken between Jan and May 26. 
Government will then announce its proposal for LGR in Cambridgeshire/ Peterborough in July 2026. With the necessary legislation being put before Parliament to approve in Autumn 26 recess
 With Elections to the new Shadow unitary Authorities taking place in May 27. The new Unitary Authorities will take over running all services on 1 April 28.
BUISNESS PLAN & BUDGET PROPOSALS 26-27 to 28-29
Cambridgeshire County Council presented its draft Business Plan and Budget Proposals for 26-27 at the meeting of the Councils Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee on Thursday 11th December.
The Business Planning & Budget Consultation ran until the 7th January 26. The results of the consultation will be reported to the Strategy Resources and Performance Committee on 29 January 26 and the draft Budget for the County Council will be debated at the Full Council meeting on 10th February.

Guided Busway
Fencing is being installed to separate the Busway from the Maintenance track/the active travel route that runs alongside the busway. This is a commitment to Health & Safety on the Busway. Travel times on the Busway have increased whilst this work is implemented. People are reminded whilst this work is proceeding they should keep to the maintenance track and only cross at formal crossing points.
Solar powered EV Charging points are now available at the St Ives Park & Ride site. Nine Chargers 22kw chargers have been installed, 8 of which are available for everyone to use with the ninth charger designated for disabled drivers. The chargers use renewable energy produced by solar panels mounted on canopies over the Park & Ride Site.
 
Highways
 A New Highways reporting system went live on 22nd September
The new system known as Aurora reporting system introduces several improvements that will enhance the customer experience.
All Highways defects should be reported on the County Councils Highways Report It tool so that all faults are logged and can be processed according to severity.
Highways defects include potholes, blocked gullies, flooding, trees, overgrown hedges, obscured signs etc 
LHI Bids for 26/27 will open on 10th November 25 and close on 16th January 26. Feasibility studies will be undertaken between Feb and May 26 on the bids. With the panel meetings and decision date to be confirmed.
20mph scheme applications will open on 26 January 26 and close on 27th March 26. With the prioritization programme being undertaken between April and July 26. With the successful schemes going for approval at the October 26 Committee meeting.
The County Council is currently preparing its Asset Management Strategy which will set out the approach to managing and maintaining each asset to secure best value, safety and asset longevity going forward. It is expected to present the final plan to committee in Spring 26 ie the March, Highways & Transportation Committee meeting.
Missing out on Pension Credit
In Cambridgeshire up to one in three people who are eligible for Pension Credit are not claiming it. The average Household could get around £186 per month.
Pension Credit is extra money to help with living costs if you’re over State Pension age and on a low income. Claiming Pension Credit can also unlock other benefits including the Winter Fuel Payment, help with NHS dental treatment, glasses and hospital transport costs.
You can check eligibility and claim Pension Credit on the GOV.UK website.
Flooding
The CC has launched a New Flood Kit Grant to improve flooding resilience for our communities. The Grant is available to Community Flood Action Groups or Parish Councils, these kits are designed to help purchase essential items that support local response to flooding events.
Grants of up to £1000 are available to help local groups respond effectively to flooding and protect homes.
Go to the CCC website and type in Flood Kit Grant which will take you to the application form. Grants are on a first come first served basis, so the earlier you apply the better your chance of being successful.
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