Parish Council Update – March 2025

Garden Waste Subscription 2025
Subscriptions for Garden Waste Collection Service are now open for the upcoming service year, which will run from 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026. The cost per year is £57.50 for one garden waste bin and £30 per additional bin (up to a maximum of 3 additional bins).

To ensure your garden waste collections continue seamlessly from 1 April 2025, residents are encouraged to renew their subscription as soon as possible. 

New subscribers: If you have not used the garden waste service before, you can sign up for the service for the period from 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026, using the Garden Waste Subscription Form (online)

Returning subscribers (card payments): If you subscribed last year (2024- 2025) using a card payment, you will need to renew your subscription for 2025-2026, using the Garden Waste Subscription Form (online)

Returning subscribers (Direct Debit): If you signed up last year via Direct Debit, this would automatically renew each year. You do not need to sign up again.

Budget 2025/2026
At last Full Council meeting, the budget for next year accepted (opposed by Conservatives who proposed amendments to make savings – rejected)

Council Tax increased by maximum amount without recourse to local referendum

Economic Growth Strategy Refresh
HDC has commissioned PRD and Volterra (consultants) to undertake a refresh of the Council’s Economic Growth Strategy.  Members of the consultant team will be joining a member workshop on 11th March to explain how the refresh will be undertaken and the key factors that will influence future economic growth.

Devolution White Paper
Peterborough City Council is included. Constituent councils include all Districts, Unitary and the County. Other public sector colleagues (Health, Police and Fire) are included in discussions.

We are in Wave 2 and must have final plan submitted by the autumn, although initial plans need to be ready by March.

CCC elections and Mayoral elections will go ahead in 2025.  HDC elections in 2026 – unknown at this stage.

The process continues with an extraordinary Full Council meeting on 19 March to consider HDC’s response and proposal to be submitted by 21 March.

Tilted Balance
Because Central Government has upped housing targets across England, for the first time HDC finds its development pipeline below the 5 years land target and is in tilted balance.  This means there could be a presumption in favour of sustainable development on any proposal brought forward.  Local / Neighbourhood / Village Plans however still have an influence.
