[bookmark: _vrtfvb1jzo4u]Ellington Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
[bookmark: _1xgwe0536lfe]Tuesday June 17th 2025 at 8pm, Ellington Village Hall
Cllrs present: Hinchliffe (minutes), Norton (Chair), Lumbers (reinstated), Mackenzie, Schmidt.
2 members of the public (from Ellington Thorpe) were present.


Open Forum - No comments.

1891 - apologies received from:
· Jeremy Crook
· Mark Chapman
· Lisa Hazel (Clerk)

1892 - Declarations of interest
· None.

1893 - Ellington Thorpe

1. Consider requests to cut grass, Ellington Thorpe

This agenda item was discussed in two ways, listed A. and B. below. 
A. [bookmark: _lndc9pg8733l]CCC Responsibility:

Cllr Hinchliffe displayed on the projector the “Grass Cutting Programme in Cambridgeshire (2025-2026)” (https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/roadworks-and-faults/grass-cutting) using links provided by other Cllrs earlier. This site provides the following map and legend for Ellington, Ellington Thorpe and Grafham
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Showing where the road verges are maintained (in Ellington) and where the County provides maintenance, namely, all of Ellington Thorpe.

A table listing the Grass verge schedule is also provided detailing the schedule of cuts for verges and/or junctions.
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(Note: Ellington Thorpe is not listed here).
A further table listing the Village cut schedule is also provided detailing the schedule of cuts for villages:
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(Note: Ellington Thorpe is not listed here).

Finally, the site provides a section detailing grass cutting information for rural roads, as follows:
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For our area, there should be two cuts (Mar and Aug, depending on weather).

Action - request from CCC or Cllr Gardener, information about the last cuts performed in Ellington Thorpe.

Furthermore, junctions, bends and other key locations may be subject to cuts as needed.

Action - request from CCC or Cllr Gardener that Ellington Thorpe is due an assessment in case work is required..

Residents and Councils can report issues around grass cutting, especially when verges are overgrown and posing a safety risk, as per the excerpt below:
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Reports can be made using CCC’s portal, https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/roadworks-and-faults, and clicking the button “Report a highways fault online” which uses the URL: https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ .

Once you find the location of issue, click the location and select from the drop-down menus the nature of the issue, such as verge grass cutting required, with any additional information about the safety risks. From there you can submit the issue and you will be alert of progress against the ticket created.
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Action - Residents of Ellington Thorpe should submit requests where and when necessary to ensure the CCC are maintaining the verges/hedges through the village. The Parish Council can do the same when necessary.

Action - Ellington Parish Council to contact Cllr Gardener so he may be prepared to answer relevant questions at the next, full Parish Council meeting, which we urged Ellington Thorpe residents to attend. (I believe Cllr Mackenzie may have done this).
B. [bookmark: _qlv9nmdi9wdq]Residents’ Concerns:
Discussions were had over the concerns raised by two residents from Ellington Thorpe on the matter of overgrown verges, hedges, grass cutting and road safety. This included comparisons with other villages and whether anyone knew of contractors performing the work in case we had to pay privately for the work to be done, assuming CCC didn’t.

Related to one resident’s concern about their biggest concern - the safety around the final/first bend in to/out of Ellington’s south exit (towards Grafham) - discussions were made around whether the organisation paid to cut the verges in the village of Ellington could extend the cutting to include up to, around, and the approach to said bend, matching the verge cut by the homeowner on the opposite side of Grafham Road. A length of approx. 100m, as shown below in yellow; the red line shows where the cutting approximately stops currently:
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Members unanimously voted in favour of the additional cutting (at £20 extra per-cut) with the following caveats:
· Reassess the situation once the forthcoming speed reduction project is completed;
· Evaluate the performance of CCC’s maintenance and their reaction to tickets raised by residents.

2. Speed reduction update
The latest update received by the Clerk was provided to the members of the public. This is that the process is still being worked through.


1894 - Planning
Cllr Lumbers proposed the approval; Cllr Mackenzie seconded.

Chairman to email development control with the result for 25/00932/HHFUL.

1895 - AOB
Cllr Hinchliffe provided the following updates:
1. The 3 planters for the village should be arriving in approx. 5 weeks (from mid-June); we should inform the village and consider asking for community support in planting and maintaining them.
2. The Village Hall secretary provided some costs for the VH insurance for the Parish Council to reimburse the costs for the building insurance only.
3. The Wooley Windfarm funding legal paperwork has been signed to release the funding for the village notice boards.
4. At the time of the meeting, no formal code of conduct complaint had been received about Cllr Lumbers, thus he can be reinstated in his role as Parish Councillor.

1896 - Date of next meetings.
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Rural Roads

Verges that connect parishes are cut twice per season to maintain visibility and safety:

Huntingdonshire & South Cambridgeshire:
e First full-width cut week commencing 17 March 2025
e Second full-width cut week commencing 4 August 2025
Fenland & East Cambridgeshire:

o First full width cut week commencing 8 April 2025
e Second full width cut week commencing 26 August 2025

Junctions & Critical Areas

Grass near junctions, bends, and other key locations is monitored and cut as needed to maintain clear visibility. Scheduled junction

cuts:

e Week commencing 5 May 2025
e Week commencing 30 June 2025
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Reporting Grass Cutting Issues

If you notice an overgrown verge that poses a safety risk, please report it using our online reporting tool. Reports will be assessed

within 10 working days.

Highways reporting tool planned maintenance notice. Due to an essential IT upgrade, our form for reporting highway issues will be

offline from Friday 11 July at 3pm to Monday 14 July 2025. For further information please visit Report a highways fault. We apologise

for any inconvenience caused.
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Report a problem
Please select a problem sub type from the list below

* Required Fields

Grass, hedges, trees and weeds v 16.0m
Grass cutting v
Description of Problem*
Is the grass alongside a road, or on a village green. How tall 16.5m ) |
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Huntingdonshire

Date of first full verge

Date of first junction Date of second Date of second full

cut cut junction cut verge cut
Abbots Ripton 20 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Abbotsley 17 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Alconbury 20 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Alconbury Weston 20 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Alwalton 27 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Barham and Woolley 26 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Bluntisham 18 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Brampton 21March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
S/I:')Teg:v';:;d 25 March 2025 19022 May 2025
Broughton 19 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Buckden 24 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Buckworth 26 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Bury 18 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Bythorn and Keyston 25 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Catworth 25 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Chesterton 27 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Colne 17 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Conington 19 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Covington 25 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Denton and Caldecote | 26 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Earith 17 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Easton 25 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Ellington 25 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
Elton 27 March 2025 19 to 22 May 2025
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Huntingdonshire
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