Ellington Annual Parish Council Meeting – May 2025
Good evening
As your County Councillor, over the last 12months I have sat on the following committees on the County Council, Highways & Transportation, Environment & Green Investment, Planning, Communities Social Mobility & Inclusion and the Fire Authority.
Following this years County Council Elections on May 1st, the County Council is now Liberal Democrat controlled as they have 31 of the 61 seats. I was returned with a 601 majority on a turnout of 39.5%. The Council’s make up is now Lib Dem 31, Conservative 10, Reform 10, Labour 6, Greens 3 and Independents 2. 
The County Council is in the process of inspecting Rights of Way to ensure they are accessible, if there are any that are overgrown in your parish, please let me know, or the officer at Cambs CC Dan Wiggs, so they can be added to the inspections.
The County Council is proposing to review all 20mph schemes after two years.
Last year the County Council was in no overall control and is run by a Joint Administration of Lib Dem, Labour and Independent Councillors.
This year the Lib Dem Administration including Labour and Independents again voted to increase the County Council proportion of your Council Tax bill by 2.99% and the Adult Social Care Levy by 2% giving a total increase of 4.99%.
At the County Council budget meeting I did propose an amendment for additional funding for Active Travel Routes in Rural areas such as the Tilbrook to Kimbolton & Ellington to Brampton Cycleway’s along with additional funding for flood mitigation in rural areas. Unfortunately, this was voted down by the administration by 31 votes to 17 with 2 abstentions.
The Proposed Grafham to Brampton Quietway – the proposal is now to keep the road open to all traffic, but to reduce the speed limit from 60mph. It is proposed that there will be traffic calming features, possible markings down the middle of the road, gateway features and the sign painting of the old railway bridge. Along with the naming of the route.
This Thursday’s Public meeting at Grafham Village hall between 4pm and 7pm is a legally required meeting to enable the Speed Limit to be reduced.
This year saw additional funding in the Highway budget for weed clearance and gully maintenance, due to the greater costs for removing weeds and repairing damaged surfaces due to the lack of funding in previous years.
This year has again seen changes in the Highways Department at the County Council , the most notable being that we now have a New Highways Officer in Sarah Budd who replaced Karen Southwell.
If you see a fault regarding the highways, be it a pothole, damaged footpaths, blocked gully’s etc, please report it on the County Council Website so that it is officially logged. 
Under the new reporting tool, you will be able to keep track of your report, ie does it meet intervention levels, if so when the repair will take place etc.
With regard to Kimbolton Fire Station, the Fire Authority is now going to look at the needs for the whole Fire Service across the County and Peterborough going forward. The Fire authority wants to ensure that they have a robust plan in place that will provide a better service across the County before they the authority starts to reallocate existing resources and make a final decision on where they come from.
The Fire Authority recognise that following the public meeting regarding the possible closure of Kimbolton Fire Station that several people have come forward and applied to be On- Call Firefighters this has had a positive impact on Kimbolton’s availability, which is now up to over 85% availability. I would therefore urge anyone interested in becoming an On Call Firefighter at Kimbolton to apply.
This year’s LHI Bids will be reviewed in June/July with the report going to the October meeting of the Highways and Transportation committee.
The Combined Authority has replaced the Ting Demand Responsive Transport Scheme in November with the Tiger Demand Responsive Transport scheme.
The key changes to the scheme are that travel will be between designated virtual bus stops found on the interactive map on the company’s website. 
A new telephone number for bookings which is 01480 595440 and that bookings can be made up to 48 hrs in advance. Payment is made by Credit or Debit card at the time of booking as Drivers cannot accept cash or card payments.
The service operates Monday to Saturday 06.30am to 07.00pm. With no service on Sundays on Bank Holidays.
The New Labour Government has decided to implement Local Government reorganisation. Which in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough will see the abolition of District Councils including Huntingdonshire, Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council. Which are likely to be replaced by possibly 2 Unitary Authorities which would be responsible for all Services currently undertaken by the County and District Councils. The Councils must provide Government with their draft proposals by the end of March with their final proposal by the end of November. If the Councils cannot agree then the Government will determine the boundaries of the New Authorities.
It is proposed that the New Authorities will come into existence in May 2027 as Shadow Authorities, following elections in that year to the new authorities. With the existing District and County Councils being abolished in May 2028 when the New Authorities would take over.
Additional responsibilities will be given to the Mayor, including Strategic Planning. The proposal  will also affect the Fire and Police Authorities as I get more information, I will let you know.
Finally, I would like to thank the Parish Council for their support over the last twelve months and to say that it has been an honour to represent you on the County Councils.
Cllr Ian Gardener
County Councillor Alconbury & Kimbolton Division

