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1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

Introduction

This screening report is designed to establish whether or not a Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) is required for the Grafham and Ellington
Neighbourhood Plan in accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC and
associated Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. It
is also intended to determine whether a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) is
required in accordance with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive and regulation
62 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended). To
meet the basic conditions the Neighbourhood Plan must be prepared in a manner
which is compatible with European Union obligations.

The purpose of SEA is to secure a high level of protection for the environment and to
integrate environmental considerations into the preparation of plans to promote
sustainable development. To establish whether a SEA is required a screening
assessment is undertaken which considers the proposals in the Neighbourhood Plan
against a series of criteria set out in the SEA Directive. Figure 1 overleaf sets out the
screening process and how the Neighbourhood Plan is assessed against the criteria.

Where the Neighbourhood Plan could have significant environmental effects it may
require a SEA where for example:

The Neighbourhood Plan allocates a higher level of development than is already
identified in the development plan

Where the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that
may be affected by the proposals in the plan

The Neighbourhood Plan may have significant effects that have not already been
considered through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan

Where the cumulative impact of the policies and proposals when assessed together
may give rise to a likely significant environmental effect.



Figure 1: Application of criteria of the SEA Directive to plans and programmes
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1.4. The formal criteria for assessing the likely significance of effects are set out in Annex
Il of the SEA Directive, Schedule 1 of the Regulations and are shown in Figure 2
below.




1.5.

1.6.

Figure 2: Criteria for determining likely significance of effects on the environment
(from Article 3.5 of the SEA Directive)

1. The characteristics of neighbourhood plans, having regard, in particular, to

e the degree to which the plan sets a framework for projects and other
activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and operating
conditions or by allocating resources,

o the degree to which the plan influences other plans and programmes including
those in a hierarchy,

e the relevance of the plan for the integration of environmental considerations
in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development,

e environmental problems relevant to the plan,

o the relevance of the plan for the implementation of Community legislation on
the environment (e.g. plans and programmes linked to waste-management or
waste protection).

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to

e the probability , duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects,

e the cumulative nature of the effects,

e the trans boundary nature of the effects,

e the risks to human health of the environment (e.g. due to accidents),

e the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of
the population likely to be affected),

e the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to:

o special natural characteristics or cultural heritage,

o exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values,

o intensive land-use,

o the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national,
Community or international protection status.

A Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) may also be required to accompany the
Neighbourhood Plan where the policies and proposals of the plan may give rise to
significant effects on internationally designated wildlife sites. These are defined as
any site of wildlife interest designated as a Special Protection Area under the Birds
Directive (79/409/EEC) or as a Special Area of Conservation designated under the
Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC). In addition sites designated under the Ramsar
Convention (Iran 1971 as amended 1992) are also considered. Generally, sites within
15kms of the Neighbourhood Plan boundary should be included within a HRA.

The process to establish whether a HRA is necessary starts with a screening exercise
to determine whether any internationally designated sites might be exposed to likely
significant effects as a result of implementation of the Neighbourhood Plan and
therefore whether further stages of the HRA process are required.



2.1.

Grafham and Ellington Neighbourhood Plan

The joint Grafham and Ellington Neighbourhood Area was designated on 3™
September 2019 following consultation covering the whole of both parish areas.
Grafham Parish Council and Ellington Parish Council are the joint qualifying body for
the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan and has delegated the responsibility for
its production to the Grafham and Ellington Neighbourhood Plan Group. A map of

the designated neighbourhood area is shown below in Figure 3.

Figure 3: Grafham and Ellington Neighbourhood Area
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2.2.

2.3.

2.4.

2.5.

2.6.

2.7.

2.8.

2.9.

The parishes of Grafham and Ellington are located just west of the centre of the
district. The 2011 Census identified a combined resident population of 1,215 (630 in
Grafham and 585 in Ellington).

The principle purpose of the Grafham and Ellington Neighbourhood Plan is set out in
paragraph 1.1.1 on page 5 as being to ‘define the aspirations and needs of residents
and businesses within these areas so that they have to be taken into account when
local planning authorities, such as Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC),
Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) and the secretary of state can take the
democratic wishes of the area into account.’ It contains policies relating to:

e Built up areas

e Heritage assets

e Minor residential development

e Local economy and tourism

e Zero carbon initiatives

e Traffic and transport

e Biodiversity and the natural environment
e Community facilities

e Local green spaces

e Flood risk and drainage

It does not make any site-specific allocations in either settlement, nor does the
Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 as both are classed as small settlements.

The Neighbourhood Plan has identified a built-up area for Grafham and Ellington on
pages 25 and 26, these tightly follow the existing built edges of the villages.

It also identifies Brook Farm as a Local Employment Area. This is a well established
employment location of varying uses within Ellington located to the south of the
A14. Its boundary falls within the built up area of Ellington.

The Neighbourhood Plan also identifies a series of Local Green Spaces for protection
in recognition of their value to the local community.

Paragraph 3.1.1 on page 11 of the Neighbourhood Plan outlines it vision that by 2036
‘Grafham and Ellington will be one of the most desirable rural parishes in
Huntingdonshire, characterised by its strong sense of community, distinctive
character and heritage assets.’

The objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan are identified on pages 11 and 12, these
support the delivery of the vision. These objectives are grouped into one of four
categories with the policies that support them identified:



Housing / Development

Housing expansion will be as a result of infill and windfall development, limited
to small housing clusters, within the built-up areas, avoiding back-land
development, unless there is direct highway frontage. New homes will use
sustainable materials wherever possible, and complement the existing
surroundings and rural landscape; be of sympathetic design with adequate off-
street parking and allow for a sense of space and greenery. Development will
protect and enhance biodiversity and establish, enhance or extend ecological
corridors and the connectivity between them.

The significance of heritage assets and settings will be preserved and enhanced
by development control.

Homes will be insulated to the highest standards in order to meet zero carbon
targets and the majority of homes will have installed alternative fuel domestic
heating as oil-fired boilers are phased out.

Development will be designed in a way which does not exacerbate existing
flood risk or drainage issues.

New homes will reflect residents desire to provide more, affordable
small/starter homes.

Policies
GENP
1,2,3,4,13

Enhancement of local facilities and employment

Village Halls, sports facilities, pubs, restaurants and retail and small business
units will provide local services to both villages and beyond, creating a central
meeting point and enhancing community resilience.

Small business units will provide additional space for micro-businesses to grow
and to encourage local employment, with improved parking, cycle bays and
footpaths access.

Grafham Water will provide a focal tourist attraction for visitors, supported by
local hospitality businesses and an improved transport and public rights of
way infrastructure.

Policies
GENP
5,6,11

Reduction of Carbon Footprint

There will be a reduction of the carbon footprint of travel for work, essential
goods, services and leisure.

Policies
GENP 5,7,
8,11

Green spaces, Public Rights of Way and Play areas

Green spaces and play areas will provide a central focal point for recreation
and will be protected as open spaces, maintained and enhanced through
scrupulous management to ensure their retention and enjoyment for future
generations.

Public Rights of Way, including footpaths, bridleways and cycle paths will be
enhanced, including new and improved connections to existing routes between
the villages and onwards to Grafham Water and Huntingdon to encourage
active lifestyles, and to promote the use of non-motorised transport. Traffic
calming measures will be installed where appropriate to reduce vehicle speeds
between and approaching the two villages.

Policies
GENP
9,10,12




3. SEA Screening Assessment

3.1. Table 1 below shows the assessment of whether the Grafham and Ellington

Neighbourhood Plan will require a full SEA.

Table 1: Assessment of requirement for SEA

Stage Question Yes/ | Assessment
Path No
1. Is the Plan subject to If ‘No’ to Yes | Grafham and Ellington Parish
preparation and/or adoption by a | both SEA is Councils are the qualifying bodies
national, regional or local not required preparing the Neighbourhood
authority OR prepared by an If ‘Yes’ to Plan under the provisions of the
authority for adoption through a | either go to Town and Country Planning Act
legislative procedure by Question 2 1990 as amended by the Localism
Parliament or Government? Act 2011. Subject to successful
(Article 2(a)) examination and referendum it
will be ‘made’ by
Huntingdonshire District Council.
2. Is the Plan required by If ‘No’ SEAis | Yes | Preparation of a Neighbourhood
legislative, regulatory or not required Plan is optional; there is no
administrative provisions? If ‘Yes’ go to absolute legislative, regulatory or
(Article 2(a)) Question 3 administrative requirement to do
so. However, once ‘made’ the
Grafham and Ellington
Neighbourhood Plan would form
part of the statutory
development plan and be used in
determining planning
applications, so it is considered
necessary to answer the
remaining questions to determine
further if an SEA is required.
3. Is the Plan prepared for If ‘No’ to Yes | The Grafham and Ellington
agriculture, forestry, fisheries, either go to Neighbourhood Plan is prepared
energy, industry, transport, waste | Question 4 to set out a framework for town
management, water If ‘Yes’ to and country planning and the
management, both go to future development of a number
telecommunications, tourism, Question 5 of land uses within the parishes,
town and country planning or although it does not anticipate
land use, AND does it set a managing development of the
framework for future scale and nature envisaged by
development consent of projects Annex | and Annex Il.
in Annexes | and Il to the EIA No

Directive? (Article 3.2(a))




Stage Question Yes/ | Assessment

Path No
4. Will the Plan, in view of its If ‘No’ go to No See screening assessment for
likely effect on sites, require an Question 6 HRA in Section 4.
assessment under Article 6 or 7 of | If ‘Yes’ go to
the Habitats Directive? Question 5
(Article 3.2(b))
5. Does the Plan determine the If ‘No’ to N/A
use of small areas at local level, both go to
OR is it a minor modification of a | Question 7
PP subject to Article 3.2? (Article | If ‘Yes’ to
3.3) either go to

Question 8
6. Does the Plan set the If ‘No’ SEAis | Yes | The Grafham and Ellington
framework for future not required Neighbourhood Plan contains
development consent of projects | If ‘Yes’ go to policies against which planning
(not just projects in Annexes to Question 8 applications within the
the EIA Directive)? (Article 3.4) neighbourhood area will be

considered.

7. Is the Plan’s sole purpose to If ‘No’ to all N/A
serve national defence or civil SEA is
emergency, OR is it a financial or | required
budget plan or programme, ORis | If ‘Yes’ to any
it co-financed by structural funds | SEA is not
or EAGGF programmes 2000 to required
2006/77? (Article 3.8, 3.9)
8. Is it likely to have a significant If ‘No’ SEAis | No No development is allocated in

effect on the environment?
(Article 3.5)*

not required
If ‘Yes’ go to
Question 7

locations which would have a
significant adverse effect on
heritage assets or landscape or
biodiversity interests, or in areas
of flood risk. However, there is
potential for development arising
from the objectives and policies
within the plan to do so.

*The Directive requires Member States to determine whether plans or programmes

in this category are likely to have significant environmental effects. These

determinations may be made on a case by case basis and/or by specifying types of

plan or programme.

3.2.

Under criterion 8 of Table 1 it is necessary to undertake an assessment of the

likelihood of the Neighbourhood Plan having a significant effect on the environment

based on the criteria set out in Figure 2 (preceding). Table 2 below sets out this

assessment.




Table 2: Assessment of likelihood of significant effects on the environment

Significant effect criteria

‘ Assessment

The characteristics of the plan, having regard to:

The degree to which the plan sets a
framework for projects and other
activities, either with regard to the
location, nature, size and operating
conditions or by allocating
resources.

The Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate any
sites for development in either parish, nor does
the Huntingdonshire Local Plan. The Local Plan
designates Grafham Water as a Green
Infrastructure Priority Area. Policies within the
Neighbourhood Plan supports this designation.

While not allocating any sites, the Neighbourhood
Plan supports minor scale residential properties
within the identified built up areas of either
village, supports existing and new tourism,
recreation and leisure facilities, supports improved
public rights of way, has identified local green
spaces and has identified Brook Farm as a Local
Employment Area supporting minor scale
proposals to support is viability and vitality as an
important source of local employment.

The degree to which the Plan
influences other plans and
programmes including those in a
hierarchy.

The Graftham and Ellington Neighbourhood Plan
does reflect and support the strategic policies of
the Local Plan to 2036. It should not significantly
influence other plans and programmes but may
have a limited degree of influence over adjoining
neighbourhood plans if they come forward.

The relevance of the Plan for the
integration of environmental
considerations in particular with a
view to promoting sustainable
development.

The Graftham and Ellington Neighbourhood Plan is
expected to protect and enhance the natural
environment and contribute to the achievement
of sustainable development within the
neighbourhood area. Its policies will have a
positive impact on local environmental assets and
places valued by local people. The likelihood of
significant negative effects on the environment is
therefore, minimised.

The Plan also encourages development to
minimise their energy, water and resource
consumption to support a green agenda.

Environmental problems relevant to
the Plan.

There is a significant risk of fluvial flooding around
Ellington attributed to its location near to a
network of local drains and brooks. No
development is allocated in these affected areas
and a policy addressing the flood risk and drainage
issues within the neighbourhood plan area is
included within the neighbourhood plan so that




Significant effect criteria

Assessment

such issues can be adequately assessed and
addressed if any development proposal were
made.

The relevance of the Plan for the
implementation of Community
legislation on the environment (for
example, plans and programmes
linked to waste management or
water protection).

Grafham Water which partially falls within the
neighbourhood area is included in Anglian Water’s
Water Resources Management Plan (2015). The
considerations of such plans and European
legislation were taken into account in the
production of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan.

Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in

particular, to:

The probability, duration, frequency
and reversibility of the effects.

Policies within the Grafham and Ellington
Neighbourhood Plan facilitate new development,
so some environmental change will occur.
However, the objectives and policies are generally
intended to ensure new development meets local
needs and is sustainable. The frequency of effects
is expected to be low. The duration and
reversibility of effects arising from built
development are long term and poor.

The cumulative nature of the effects
of the Plan.

The cumulative effects of the policies and
proposals of the Grafham and Ellington
Neighbourhood Plan are unlikely to be significant
on the local environment, many elements are
intended to help protect it.

The trans-boundary nature of the
effects of the Plan.

There is the aspiration of improved public rights of
way connecting to adjoining communities and
wildlife sites which may impact upon adjoining
neighbourhood plans if they come forward, for
example the plan identifies an aspiration for cycle
routes linking Ellington and Grafham and onwards
to Grafham Water and Huntingdon.

Enhanced or new tourism, recreation and leisure
facilities are supported within the neighbourhood
area such as those nearby or within Grafham
Water. Grafham Water extends across several
parishes: Grafham, Perry, Easton, Kimbolton and
Southoe and Midloe. The plan aspires to support
the existing facilities at Grafham Water (that fall
within the neighbourhood area) as well as support
and enhance where possible its important wildlife
features as well as its contribution to the local
economy and people’s enjoyment of the area.

The risks to human health or the
environment (e.g. due to accidents)

Transport mitigation is likely to be required in
particular for development located near to the

10




Significant effect criteria

Assessment

A14, such as any located within the identified
Brook Farm Local Employment Area.

Improved cycleway and walking connectivity may
offer opportunities to improve human health
arising from the policies or proposals of the
Grafham and Ellington Neighbourhood Plan.

Enhancement of tourism, recreation and leisure
opportunities and the protection and
enhancement of nature sites within the
neighbourhood plan area in addition to improved
rights of way to these will improve human health
and support the local economy.

The magnitude and spatial extent of
the effects (geographical area and
size of the population likely to be
affected) by the Plan.

The Grafham and Ellington Neighbourhood Plan
applies to two parishes with a combined resident
population of 1,215 in the 2011 Census.

The value and vulnerability of the

area likely to be affected by the Plan

due to:

e Special natural characteristics or
cultural heritage

e Exceeded environmental quality
standards or limit values

e Intensive land use

o The effects of the Plan on areas or
landscapes which have
recognised national, community
or international protection status.

Ellington has a conservation area, both parishes
have several listed buildings and some sites of
archaeological significance.

Throughout the neighbourhood area are several
Cambridgeshire Wildlife Sites (West Wood,
Calpher Wood and Hartham Street, and Ellington
Pastures and Underlands Wood) and Grafham
Water a Site of Special Scientific Interest and areas
of ancient woodland. The Plan supports
biodiversity net gain and the establishment or
enhancement of ecological corridors for wildlife
and residents to enjoy as well as supporting a
green agenda.

The Graftham and Ellington Neighbourhood Plan is
intended to enhance the natural and cultural
assets of the area and provide greater
opportunities for people to enjoy them.

11




4, HRA Screening Assessment

4.1. Internationally designated wildlife sites are accorded the highest level of protection
under European legislation. The purpose of the screening assessment is to ascertain
whether there is potential for implementation of the Neighbourhood Plan to have

significant effect on any such site.

4.2.  Figure 4 below shows the internationally designated sites within Huntingdonshire
and within a 15km radius of the District.

/ r—*
: - : L S "L/-'." I
- \ i s o | s 3 iy 4ot
-‘\“WJEI« gV} gt G .b\’ | 2 ; "y g v
s )7

Revary
S Naryy

“Lontvgiv e A,

b Proek gl 3

— 4 . —

ey ,_\c,{un«o " Saemy \
Z 2 V4 Lo Gesaiy L \

*""5 2 : \fword Mt
: Tty x N Qent A/’
) } \ o .

Mrmed \b‘ -4V :\w’«st \! ‘;-9 Faarey "oy
y i 2= sy ©
i N ™% Nt )
U o Mendagad | i,
» 9 g B Baegiun @

'l .

A

i:—.’i i
\_waqu/yl\ A4

—gEP

12



4.3.

4.4.

4.5.

4.6.

4.7.

The Portholme Special Area of Conservation and Fenland SAC/ Woodwalton Fen
Ramsar site are located within 15kms of the Grafham and Ellington neighbourhood
area.

Portholme SAC is within Huntingdonshire District, close to the town of Huntingdon.
It is designated as SAC for its lowland hay meadows. It is the largest surviving
traditionally-managed meadow in the UK, with 91ha of alluvial flood meadow (7% of
the total UK resource). There has been a long history of favourable management
and very little of the site has suffered from agricultural improvement, and so it
demonstrates good conservation of structure and function. It supports a small
population of fritillary Fritillaria meleagris. Portholme SAC occupies a similar area to
Portholme Site of Special Scientific Interest.

Fenland SAC falls partly within Huntingdonshire continuing to the north east. The
SAC and Ramsar site is made up of three component Sites of Special Scientific
Interest, which are Woodwalton Fen SSSI, Chippenham Fen SSSI and Wicken Fen
SSSI. The part of Fenland SAC within Huntingdonshire is Woodwalton Fen SSSI.
Fenland SAC contains one of the most extensive examples of the tall herb-rich East
Anglian fen-meadow. The individual sites within Fenland SAC each hold large areas
of calcareous fens, with a long and well-documented history of regular management.

Woodwalton Fen Ramsar site occupies a similar area to Woodwalton Fen SSSI (a
component site of Fenland SAC). The site is within an area that is one of the
remaining parts of East Anglia which has not been drained. The fen is near natural
and has developed where peat-digging took place in the 19th century. The site has
several types of open fen and swamp communities. The site supports fen violet
Viola persicifolia and fen wood-rush Luzula pallidula and a large number of wetland
invertebrates including 20 British Red Data Book species. Aquatic beetles, flies and
moths are particularly well represented.

The criteria for determining if an individual policy, or a combination of policies,
would have a likely significant effect, and require assessment, are based on the
characteristics of the relevant European site and the objectives set by Natural
England. The main factors to consider are:

° Development on or adjacent to the European site destroying part or all of
the site, or changing the ecological functioning of the site (e.g. disrupting
water flows or migration routes)

° Increased public recreation, causing disturbance to birds, damage to
vegetation, increased littering / flytipping or leading to management
compromises (e.g. grazing being restricted).

) Reduction in water levels or flow, from increased water demand in the
District requiring greater water abstraction

13



° Reduction of water quality, from increased discharges of sewage and
surface water drainage, or from pollution incidents, either during, or after,
construction

4.8.

The implications of the policies and proposals of the Grafham and Ellington

Neighbourhood Plan have been assessed against each of the internationally
designated sites within 15kms to establish the likelihood of a significant effect on the
features which justified their designation. The outcomes are set out in Tables 3 -4

below.

Table 3: Likely significant effects on Portholme

Site name

Portholme SAC

Distance to
neighbourhood area

4.8km

Reasons for
designation

Lowland hay meadow

Vulnerability!

This alluvial flood meadow has had a long history of
favourable management and demonstrates good
conservation of structure and function. Traditionally the site
is cut for hay followed by aftermath grazing in late summer
and autumn. Part of the site is subject to a Countryside
Stewardship agreement aimed at maintaining the alluvial
flood meadow. The Environment Agency has produced a
Water Level Management plan.

Impact as a result of
the plan

The neighbourhood plan area is located west of Portholme
SAC beyond the Al and A14. Scale of growth envisaged is
unlikely to result in significant air or water quality impacts
or any other impacts on the SAC.

Significance of risk

Insignificant

Cumulative impacts
with other plans

Impacts from the Local Plan to 2036 have been assessed
separately and appropriate changes or mitigation put in
place.

! Data summarised from the Joint Nature Conservation Committee Natura 2000 data forms

14




Table 4: Likely significant effects on Fenland SAC/ Woodwalton Fen

Site name

Fenland SAC/ Woodwalton Fen Ramsar site

Distance to
neighbourhood area

11km

Reasons for
designation

Fenland meadow on calcareous or peaty soil.

Vulnerability

The fenland grasslands are dependent upon traditional
management practices of cutting and grazing by livestock.
In recent decades scrub and woodland have spread at the
expense of fen vegetation. The three constituent sites are
all National Nature Reserves and the site management
plans include actions to address this problem. Woodwalton
Fen takes water in the summer months from the
surrounding drains. In the winter months the fen is
designed to be used as a flood storage area, although this
occurs infrequently. In both these circumstances the water
entering the Fen is high in nutrients from agricultural run-
off.

Impact as a result of
the plan

The Fenland SAC and Woodwalton Fen lie within an area of
highly managed drainage and is relatively remote from the
neighbourhood area.

Significance of risk

Insignificant

Cumulative impacts
with other plans

Impacts from the Local Plan to 2036 have been assessed
separately and appropriate changes or mitigation put in
place.

15




5.1.

5.2.

5.3.

5.4.

5.5.

Conclusions

This report contains the assessments of the need for the Grafham and Ellington
Neighbourhood Plan to be subject to Strategic Environmental Assessment as
required by the SEA Directive (2001/42/EC) and Appropriate Assessment as required
by the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC).

A draft screening report with an assessment of both of these was completed in
March 2021 based on an assessment on the policies and proposals set out in the
Regulation 14 Grafham and Ellington Neighbourhood Plan dated 12 March 2021 and
within the strategic framework established in the Huntingdonshire Local Plan to
2036. The draft report concluded that a Strategic Environmental Assessment and
Habitats Regulations Assessment are not required. Consultation with statutory
bodies was carried out with their responses in Appendix 1.

This was finalised once a preview dated 1 June 2021 of the submission
Neighbourhood Plan was received where the only issue to be confirmed was the
open space status of Meadowground. This pre-submission version of the
Neighbourhood Plan found no significant amendments to the Plan to change the
outcome of this assessment.

In relation to the requirement for Strategic Environmental Assessment to be
undertaken, the assessment set out in section 3 concludes that as the Grafham and
Ellington Neighbourhood Plan will not have significant effects on the environment.
Therefore, an assessment is not required.

In relation to the requirement for Habitats Regulations Assessment to be
undertaken, the assessment set out in section 4 concludes that as the Graftham and
Ellington Neighbourhood Plan will not have an adverse effect on the integrity of any
internationally designated sites either on its own or in combination with any other
plans. Therefore, an assessment is not required.

16



Appendix 1: Consultation Responses

Responses to the consultation agreed with the conclusions of the screening report. The
responses from the three statutory bodies of Natural England, English Heritage and the
Environment Agency are included below.

Response from the Environment Agency dated 26 April 2021

Enviconment Agency - East Angha Area (West
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PROTECT YOURSELF & OTHERS | - !'5.UK/coronavirus

- GOV.UK/coronavirus
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Response from Historic England dated 15 April 2021
Dear Natalie,

Thank you for inviting Historic England to comment on this consultation. As the Government’s
adviser on the historic environment Historic England is keen to ensure that the protection of the
historic environment is fully taken into account at all stages and levels of the local planning process.
Therefore we welcome this opportunity to review the Screening Report for this plan. For the
purposes of this consultation, Historic England will confine its advice to the question, “Is it (the
Grafham and Ellington Neighbourhood Plan) likely to have a significant effect on the historic
environment?”. Our comments are based on the information supplied with the Screening Opinion.

The Screening Report indicates that the Council considers that the plan will not have any significant
effects on the historic environment. We note that the plan does not propose to allocate any sites for
development.

On the basis of the information supplied, and in the context of the criteria set out in Schedule 1 of
the Environmental Assessment Regulations [Annex Il of ‘SEA’ Directive], Historic England concurs
with the Council that the preparation of a Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required.

The views of the other two statutory consultation bodies should be taken into account before the
overall decision on the need for an SEA is made.

| should be pleased if you can send a copy of the determination as required by REG 11 of the
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.

We should like to stress that this opinion is based on the information provided by you with your
correspondence. To avoid any doubt, this does not reflect our obligation to provide further advice
on later stages of the SEA process and, potentially, object to specific proposals which may
subsequently arise (either as a result of this consultation or in later versions of the plan) where we
consider that, despite the SEA, these would have an adverse effect upon the environment.

Historic England strongly advises that the conservation and archaeological staff of the relevant local
authorities are closely involved throughout the preparation of the plan and its assessment. They are
best placed to advise on; local historic environment issues and priorities, including access to data
held in the Historic Environment Record (HER), how the allocation, policy or proposal can be tailored
to minimise potential adverse impacts on the historic environment; the nature and design of any
required mitigation measures; and opportunities for securing wider benefits for the future
conservation and management of heritage assets.

Please do contact me, either via email or the number below, if you have any queries.
Kind regards,

Edward James
Historic Places Adviser - East of England

Historic England
Brooklands | 24 Brooklands Avenue | Cambridge | CB2 8BU
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Response from Natural England dated 29 March 2021

Date: 29 March 2021
Ourref: 347399
Your ref: Grafham & Ellington Neighbourhood Plan

Ms Natalie Elworthy

Huntingdonshire District Council Homnbeam House
Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe

BY EMAIL ONLY Cheshire
CW16GJ
T 0300060 3800

Dear Ms Elworthy

Grafham and Ellington Neighbourhood Plan SEA/HRA Screening Consultation

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 22 March 2021 which was received by Natural
England on 22 March 2021.

Natural England is a non-departmentai public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations,
thereby contributing to sustainable development.

Screening Request: Strategic Environmental Assessment

Itis our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our
strategic environmental interests (including but notlimited to statutory designated sites, landscapes
and protected species. geology and solls) are concerned, that there are unlikely to be significant
environmental effects from the proposed plan.

Screening Request: Habitat Regulations Assessment

Natural England has no comments to make on the submitted Habitat Regulations Assessment
Screening Request.

Neighbourhood Plan

Guidance on the assessment of Neighbourhood Plans, in light of the Environmental Assessment of
Pians and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended), s contained within the National Planning
Practice Guidance. The guidance highlights three triggers that may require the production of an SEA,
for instance where:

*a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development

sthe neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the
proposals in the plan

+the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have not dready been
considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan.

We have checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in our view
the proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive sites that Natural
England has a statutory duty to protect.

We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by the
policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should
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provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess whether protected spedes
are likely to be affected.

Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific dataon all
potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental issues
that we have notidentified on local or national biodiversity action pian species and/or habitats, local
wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape advisers, local
record centre, recording society or wildiife body on the local landscape and biodiversity receptors that
may be affected by this plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is necessary.

Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments on the environmental
assessment of the plan beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible authority seek
our views on the scoping or envirenmental report stages. This includes any third party appeal against
any screening decision you may make.

For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please send your

correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.

Yours sincerely

Clare Foster
Consultations Team

In response to the advice from Natural England, The Bedfordshire & Cambridgeshire Wildlife
Trust were asked for their views on the draft SEA/HRA screening report. The Wildlife Trust
responded on 29 April 2021.

/0
V LU LVL

@ Vatin Daee - I
T;. Elworthy '.a'.a.;-‘:xannmgu
Dear Natalie
The Wildlife Trust agrees with the conclusions of the screening report
What is the consuitation penod for commenting on the Neighbourhood Plan?
Kind regards

Martin Baker MCIEEM, CEnv
Conservation Manager
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